
From: DCC  

Subj: TIMELINE OF FLOODING, DC AND SALVAGE EFFORTS ON USS FITZGERALD 

SATURDAY – 17 JUNE 

When I arrived onboard via helo at approximately 0840 the ship had a 5° starboard list and 1° 

forward trim. 

The following spaces were flooded: 

1. AUX1 4-126-0-E flooded solid via hull breach. 

2. MER1 4-174-0-E had water intrusion from AUX 1 from around a bleed air pipe bulkhead 

penetration on MER1 mid-level.  Waste water and oily waste overflows from AUX1 was 

overflowing into MER1 and could not be isolated due to suspected broken/disconnected 

remote operator.  MER1 eductor was aligned to remove flooding water from MER1. 

3. Airlock 3-158-1-L was flooded solid and Access Trunk 3-158-3-T was flooded to 

approximately 4ft on the 2
nd

 deck, both via the open CPS air sweeps on AUX1 entry 

airlock.   

4. Fan Room 3-164-2-Q was flooded solid via deck drain which filled up the in-space FCA 

causing flooding water to travel through ducking into Power Conversion Room 3-126-2-

Q.  Ship’s force had a portable eductor in Power Conversion Room keeping the flooding 

level less than 3ft in the space.  

5. Crew Living Space No.2 3-97-02-L, Crew Head, CPO Baggage Room, Crew Baggage 

Room, Access Trunk 3-116-1-T, Access Trunk 3-97-2-T, Passage 4-110-1-L, Special 

Clothing Storeroom, VCHT Room No.1, and IC Gyro Room No.1 were flooded solid via 

Crew Living Space No.2 hull breach and subsequent flooding. 

6. Crew Living Space No.1 flooded to sea level had approximately 6ft of water on the 

starboard side and 3ft on port via flooding up through Crew Living Space No.1 hull 

breach. 

7. Sonar Cooling Equipment Room and Deep Mag had approximately 6in of AFFF due to 

ruptured AFFF piping and suspected AFFF motor/pump starting during collision. 

8. Combat System Equipment Room No.1, Sonar Control Room, Sonar Admin Office, and 

Fan Room 2-42-2-Q were flooded solid via space deck drains. 

9. Passageway 1-78-01-L starboard side, Passageway 1-42-01-L and Fwd AFFF station had 

approximately 12in of AFFF on deck from ruptured AFFF piping.  Passageway 1-126-3-

L and Passage 1-158-1-L had approximately 12in of flooding water on deck from 

ruptured firemain piping.  Forward/starboard portion of firemain system was secured to 

isolated rupture.  A P-100 pump was rigged on the starboard forecastle through the hole 

in the ship to remove flooding in the main deck passageways. 

10. Airlock 1-126-1 and Passageway 1-78-01-L had structural damage from the collision 

with holes penetrating to the weather.   

(b) (6)



At approximately 2000 the brow was laid pier side and DC teams from USS Blue Ridge, USS 

Stethem and USS Curtis Wilbur came onboard to assist with clean up and dewatering efforts. 

SUNDAY – 18 JUNE 

1. Flooding water was completely removed from main deck passageways.  

2. AUX1 to MER1 oily waste flooding was plugged to stop flooding water into MER1. 

3. Combat System Equipment Room No.1, Sonar Control Room, Sonar Admin Office, and 

Fan Room 2-42-2-Q were accessed one at a time using a portable eductor, deck drains 

were closed to stop flooding water and spaces were dewatered. 

MONDAY – 19 JUNE 

1. Structural damage in Airlock 1-126-1 and Passageway 1-78-01-L appeared to get worse 

after dewatering forward spaces.  17 pieces of steel shoring were erected throughout 

Airlock 1-126-1, Passageway 1-78-01-L and Passageway 1-126-3-L.  Taught lines were 

hung through spaces as “tell-tales” for structural collapse.  No change in taught lines 

since shoring was erected. 

2. Temp patches were places on hull by divers and attempt was made to dewater AUX1 

with two 500gpm electric pumps through escape trunk.  Flooding water entering space 

was higher than pumps could remove. 

TUESDAY – 20 JUNE 

1. AUX1 CPS air sweeps were closed by divers allowing Access Trunks to be dewatered.  

List improved to 4° starboard. 

2. 500 gpm pumps were replaced by one 2000 gpm diesel driven pump in AUX1 escape 

trunk.   Flooding water entering space was higher than pump could remove. 

3. Fan room 3-164-2-Q was entered using an eductor and deck drain was closed to stop 

flooding water from entering fan room and Power Supply Conversion Room.  Spaces 

were dewatered. 

WEDNESDAY – 21 JUNE 

1. A second 2000 gpm diesel pump was placed in AUX1 escape trunk which was able to get 

AUX 1 flooding water down to a level where divers could enter the upper level and patch 

the hull damage from inside the ship.  Patching was able to slow the leak down enough to 

pump AUX1 to lower level.  List improved to 1.5° starboard. 

2. Air bags were placed in Crew Living Space No.2 to displace water in space to raise hull 

damage closer to waterline for plate welding purposes. 

THURSDAY – 22 JUNE 



1. Main drainage bulkhead cross connect valve hand wheel was repaired so that MER1 

main drainage eductor could be aligned to AUX1 space.  Escape trunk diesel pump was 

stopped and replaced with ship’s portable eductor.  Flooding water was being maintained 

in AUX1 using ship’s installed and portable eductors. 

2. Divers prepared to weld plates onto hull with welding expected to start on Saturday.   

FRIDAY – 23 JUNE 

1. Ship made preparations for ammo offload to proceed throughout the weekend.   




